When witnesses take the stand in court, they attempt, for the most part, to reduce the past experience of a crime to a story. Because of the discourse norms inside the courtroom however, this story is usually co-created and mediated by a lawyer via examination in chief or cross examination. What can potentially occur as a result of this is a series of competing narrativesdifferent, and sometimes contradictory, versions of the same story. Judges must somehow find a way to consolidate all the competing narratives inside the courtroom before arriving at the verdict, or, in juried cases, instruct the jury on how to arrive at a final decision.
